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Si N1STERRA

Editorials are a. nuisance
For whe reads them, anyway?

They are just repetition, 
We’ve already had our say.

Our stuff, we hope, is new and. fine 
(At least I’m sure that mine is!)

Our characters (!) not drawn from life..
(I wonder what that crime is...)

We try to stick to Washington State
And use cur members * hard work

But sometimes they lead us far afield 
By commissioning special artwork.

Thus, proudly we show CLARK ASHTON SMITH
With picture by Lin Carter

As part of Bill Austin's article - 
(Bid he got them by barter?)

We hope you like the photograph, 
We planned it so for framing.

Just tea.r it out and hang it up —
That shouldn't take explaining!

We've still more SMITH with pix to match
We're saving for next issues, 

So bear with us, and stick around -
And thanks for your good wishes!

Ye Editors



CLARK ASHTON SMITH: a Deduction
By William N. Austin

About the works of Clark Ashton Smith, much has been 
written in recent years. Nearly everyone familiar with mod­
ern fantasy has read some of his stories, know that they ex­
ceed a hundred in number as well as attaining a high degree 
of excellence. Likewise, they recognize the acclaim that 
has been bestowed upon his many poems. That much of his 
work has been collected and anthologized is old news to them.

Many know also that he has established reputations in 
both the fields of painting and sculpture, besides having 
worked in a number of occupations at various times.

Beyond these facts and a few vital statistics (born Jan. 
13, 1893, self-educated, single, etc.) very little else is 
known about the man. Rumors of his insuring his privacy 
with vicious hounds may be slightly exaggerated.

What sort of person is he then, this word-sorcerer? *
While most of the answer can be found in his works, an 

extract of one of his letters appearing in the Feb., 1933 
WONDER STORIES is especially revealing.

"... Perhaps I am merely one of those unfortunate and 
perverse individuals who are constitutionally 'agin the gov­
ernment. ’ When fantasy is acclaimed by Irving Babbitt, and 
is published regularly in HARPERS and THE AMERICAN MERCURY, 
I may take refuge in the writing of case histories...."

One night conclude from this, and from other items men­
tioned, that Mr. Smith is something of an individualist. 
Apparently Mr. Smith decided long ago to provide himself 
with a maximum of enjoyment tempered with a minimum of dis­
comfort. Or perhaps he merely minimized the discomfort oc­
currence potentiality.

But noj Mr. Smith wrote stories for pleasure----his 
pleasure primarily. He continued to write them for only as 
long as the actual writing provided him with a measure of 
enjoyment. When, in the mid-thirties, a wave of cold-blood­
ed realism forced straight fantasy into state of disrepute 
from which it never recovered, cutting down non-technical 
basic vocabularies to a thousand words, Mr. Smith would seem 
to have lost most of his enthusiasm and a good share of his 
potential markets simultaneously. Fantasy's lossj

(Item: Check contents of HARPERS and the MERCURY.)





I^unq Round Vilh silence, fold on told 
thy lovemilhin ny veiled and voliveiiearl

Is like a darkling Venus dinredapart 
In sone lost city leqendless and old 

Bose nobled walls and domesot Weigh 
baps ink sand of Syria, Flonenayslart 

the anliquedoon and lapesteotart 
Bern all the lost dreams axe fold, 

to See uilhm a Spikerad scaledmn 
the gleam of dear ramoral beaSiandlinb 
lheqo&ss,uilhte crescent noulhupW 

to meet the kiss of Adon on foedoon 
Ker tdinsgoun languid uilhadrean ofhim 
For uhonkiT pah penlak ate burned.
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